THE   POLE

it had been completed they walked a little
further on and there left a Union Jack flying.
About half a mile away from this, the exact
spot as near as they could fix it, they saw a
black flag fixed to a sledge-runner, Wilson
went over on skis and found a note signed by
Amundsen attached to it. The splendidly
accurate navigation of the two rival teams,
who agreed in their location of the Pole, will
always remain one of the greatest feats of the
journey. When one thinks of observations
taken in low temperatures with frostbitten
fingers by worn-out men at the end of long
days of marching and sledge hauling, of chro-
nometers subjected to all the jolts and hazards
of pressure-ice, of spherical trigonometry com-
putations worked out in a frozen sleeping-bag
in a crowded tent, the feat becomes almost
a miracle.

Scott gave Wilson the note and flag to keep.
He had once said : c I should like to have Bill
to hold my hand when we get to the Pole/
While Bill had written : c May I be there !
About this time next year may I be there or
thereabouts ! With so many young bloods in
the hey-day of youth and strength beyond my
own I feel there will be a most difficult task in
making choice towards the end/

In the afternoon they travelled 6-2 miles
towards the home they were never to reach.
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